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Soy de Tejas: A Statewide Survey of Latinx Art 
Texas exhibit highlights shared Latinx roots in its California debut at The Cheech 
 
RIVERSIDE, Calif. (October 1, 2025) –The Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art & 
Culture of the Riverside Art Museum (“The Cheech”) presents Soy de Tejas: A 
Statewide Survey of Latinx Art, October 4, 2025 through January 11, 2026. 
Curated by Rigoberto Luna, the exhibition marks the first time Soy de Tejas has 

been displayed at a museum and its first presentation outside of Texas. 
 
Featuring more than 100 artworks across painting, sculpture, photography, fiber, video and installation, the 
exhibition showcases 39 contemporary Latinx artists who were born in or are based in Texas. Together, their 
works explore migration, family, labor, indigeneity, gender, and mythmaking while also celebrating humor, love, 
resilience, and the joy of everyday life. 
 
“Soy de Tejas is both a survey and a reunion,” said Luna. “The exhibition brings together artists whose individual 
practices speak to distinct experiences, yet collectively affirm the depth, diversity, and unity of Latinx life in Texas 
and beyond. To present this show at The Cheech is especially significant—it’s like bringing family together across 
borders. Our hope is that the stories within Soy de Tejas resonate with the communities of Riverside and beyond, 
reminding us that, despite man-made boundaries, we can recognize ourselves in one another and find common 
ground in our shared experiences.” 
 
For the artists, the California presentation offers an opportunity to share unique histories, personal narratives, and 
cultural perspectives from a distinct U.S. region with new audiences—fostering dialogue between Texas and 
California, two states deeply rooted in Latinx history and culture. 
 
“Hosting Soy de Tejas at The Cheech underscores our mission to present exhibitions that reflect the breadth of 
Chicano and Latinx art,” said Patricia Reynolds, President, Riverside Art Museum Board of Trustees. “This 
presentation connects Texas and California—two regions with deep Latinx roots—while also highlighting how our 
communities’ stories contribute to the evolving narrative of American art. We are proud to welcome these artists 
and their work to Riverside.” 
 
Representing the state's seven regions and 15 of its cities from Dallas to Brownsville, participating artists include 
Cande Aguilar (barrioPOP), Francis Almendárez, Fernando Andrade, Violette Bule, Ángel Cabrales, Sara 
Cardona, Jenelle Esparza, Melissa Gámez-Herrera, Karla Michell García, Omar González, Raúl de Lara, Ingrid 
Leyva, Rubén Luna, Alejandro Macías, Gabo Martínez, Gabriel Martínez, Tina Medina, Juan de Dios Mora, Arely 
Morales, Francisco Moreno, Patrick McGrath Muñiz, Benjamín Muñoz, Christopher Nájera Estrada, Marianna T. 
Olague, Joe Peña, Jaylen Pigford, Vick Quezada, Stephanie Concepción Ramírez, Josué Ramírez, Natalia 
Rocafuerte, Gil Rocha, Eva Marengo Sánchez, Marco Sánchez, Ashley Elaine Thomas, Bella María Varela, José 
Villalobos, Sarah Zapata, and Jasmine Zelaya. 
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ABOUT THE CURATOR: Rigoberto Luna is an independent curator and cultural producer born and raised in San 
Antonio, Texas. He is the co-founder of Presa House Gallery, an artist-run project space established in 2016 that 
presents innovative exhibitions by emerging and mid-career artists, with a curatorial emphasis on Latinx and 
underrepresented communities across Texas and the U.S. Southwest. 
 
In 2025, as a Cohort 06 Curatorial Fellow at NXTHVN, Luna curated All At Once: Reflected Through Glass in New 
Haven, Connecticut, and The Things Left Unsaid at James Cohan Gallery in New York City. Following his 
fellowship, he organized Ya Hecho: Readymade in the Borderlands at the Tucson Museum of Art (July 
3–November 30, 2025). 
 
Luna also curated Soy de Tejas: A Statewide Survey of Latinx Art, a landmark exhibition that debuted at Centro 
de Artes in San Antonio (2023), traveled to Arts Fort Worth (2024), and now comes to The Cheech Marin Center 
for Chicano Art & Culture of the Riverside Art Museum (2025). While conceptually Soy de Tejas has remained 
consistent, Luna has adapted each presentation to fit the specific needs of its host community and gallery space. 
This flexibility has allowed for the inclusion of new works that respond to evolving current events, with each venue 
also premiering original pieces created especially for its iteration. 
 
Currently, Luna is curating a fall exhibition for San Antonio’s Artpace International Artist-in-Residence program. 
Previously, he served as Curatorial Assistant and Exhibitions Coordinator for the 2021 Texas Biennial, a 
multi-venue exhibition that featured Artpace as a presenting host. His past curatorial projects also include 
exhibitions at ArtYard (New Jersey), the Blaffer Art Museum (Houston), and the Chicano Park Museum and 
Cultural Center (San Diego). 
 
ABOUT RIVERSIDE ART MUSEUM & THE CHEECH MARIN CENTER FOR CHICANO ART & CULTURE: 
Riverside Art Museum and The Cheech are dedicated to ensuring accessibility for all through a range of free, 
reduced-cost, and general admission ticket options. Details at riversideartmuseum.org/visit/plan-your-visit 
 
The Riverside Art Museum (RAM) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit serving the Inland region since 1959. Through 
exhibitions, art education, and artist residencies, RAM uplifts diverse voices and fosters community connection. 
Housed in a 1929 Julia Morgan-designed building at 3425 Mission Inn Avenue.—a registered historic 
landmark—RAM welcomes thousands annually for exhibitions, classes, and events. Learn more at 
riversideartmuseum.org and follow @RiversideArtMuseum. 
 
Opened in 2022, The Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art & Culture is the nation’s first center dedicated to 
Chicana/o/x art. Located in Riverside’s former public library at 3581 Mission Inn Ave., it houses the Cheech Marin 
Collection and presents exhibitions, programs, and scholarship exploring the legacy and evolution of Chicano art. 
Visit thecheechcenter.org and follow @TheCheechCenter. 
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